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The WCTA study of The WCTA study of 
the Proposed Walton the Proposed Walton 

County BudgetCounty Budget

The Ad Valorem Tax ProcessThe Ad Valorem Tax Process

Two factors determine the amount of Two factors determine the amount of 
taxes we paytaxes we pay

1. 1. Your property's market valueYour property's market value as determined by as determined by 
buyers & sellers in the open market buyers & sellers in the open market 
( This part of the equation ( This part of the equation cannotcannot be controlled.)be controlled.)

2. 2. The budget and millage rate of each taxing The budget and millage rate of each taxing 
authorityauthority (millage rates levied against that value by (millage rates levied against that value by 
the taxing authorities. the taxing authorities. 

(This part of the equation (This part of the equation cancan be controlled.)be controlled.)
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The Ad Valorem Tax The Ad Valorem Tax 
ProcessProcess

2006 Assessments are based on the 2006 Assessments are based on the 
value of your property as of January 1st.value of your property as of January 1st.

These values are determined by These values are determined by 
analyzing all 2005 sales and applying analyzing all 2005 sales and applying 
those values equitably to all likethose values equitably to all like--type type 

properties.properties.

The Ad Valorem Tax The Ad Valorem Tax 
ProcessProcess

Everyone agrees that it costs Everyone agrees that it costs 
moneymoney to provide the goods and to provide the goods and 
services that citizens demand from services that citizens demand from 

government.government.
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The Ad Valorem Tax The Ad Valorem Tax 
ProcessProcess

The Question is ....The Question is ....

How How manymany services do you want,services do you want,

andand

How How muchmuch are you willing to pay?are you willing to pay?

''Truth in Truth in MillageMillage‘‘
Your Trim NoticeYour Trim Notice

August 11th

Notices of Proposed Property Taxes 
(TRIM Notices) were mailed to all 
property owners advising them of 
their proposed property taxes
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Taxable Values Study

14,924,227,51311,643,568,5207,043,025,8295,513,302,8364,513,124,1913,770,700,0143,199,155,3302,836,474,5792,373,393,338S.Walton Fire District

195,370,320165,914,305151,958,842144,428,820143,203,978135,919,411126,918,769120,186,293117,643,243DeFuniak Springs

122,887,36160,127,01145,811,91035,886,02934,576,32429,446,62126,562,97521,643,51420,873,590Freeport

15,143,308,80211,847,270,7877,227,057,8485,676,095,7924,653,574,5483,891,456,9753,305,138,1152,932,325,0942,474,898,652S. Walton Mosq.

1,052,123,084767,430,811652,816,404596,425,276551,507,492533,982,442481,387,198438,793,692409,420,863N.Walton Mosq.

16,515,893,51812,842,853,1278,079,593,0026,454,559,3835,384,185,0554,591,703,2053,940,210,7173,513,066,1763,022,836,348NWF Water Mgmt.

16,515,893,51812,842,853,1278,079,593,0026,454,559,3835,384,185,0554,591,703,2053,940,210,7173,513,066,1763,022,836,348Walton County Schools

16,503,239,95612,830,686,1038,067,280,8726,443,323,2885,377,004,7714,293,030,0593,938,315,3253,511,211,2263,020,994,122Walton County

200620052004200320022001200019991998

Tax Roll Final ValuesTaxing Authorities

10 Year Millage Rate History

0.830.830.830.830.830.830.830.830.830.83So. Walton Fire

4.54.54.54.54.54.54.54.54.54.5DeFuniak Springs

3.933.933.933.933.933.933.933.933.933.93Freeport

0.09470.11930.15780.19260.1870.1870.20560.240.26650.318S. Walton Mosq.

0.59820.59820.59820.59820.5430.53540.5430.5660.6250.65N.Walton Mosq. 

0.050.050.050.050.050.050.050.050.050.05NWF Water Mgmt.

2.4462.4562.4452.4542.4612.577.5862.5962.6172.622Local Option

1.7372.0003.1243.8354.3064.8655.5995.7516.3676.732State Required

4.1834.4565.5696.2896.7677.4428.1858.3478.9849.354School District

4.29814.33025.0655.365.375.376.3766.3766.3176.743Walton County

2006200520042003200220012000199919981997Taxing Authority
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Assessment and Millage Rate 
Comparison
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Value Comparisons for  
2005 and 2006

576,776,7353,280,658,99328.1814,924,227,51311,643,568,520SW Fire

2,482,1412,945,60217.75195,370,320165,914,305DeFuniak Springs

3,803,16847,838,27579.56122,887,36160,127,011Freeport

576,922,8673,296,038,01527.8215,143,308,80211,847,270,787S. Walton Mosq.

43,401,067284,692,27337.11,052,123,084767,430,811N. Walton Mosq.

626,708,9353,673,041,39128.616,515,893,51812,842,853,127NWF Water Mgmt.

* 626,708,9353,673,041,39128.616,515,893,51812,842,853,127School District

* 626,511,9823,672,553,85328.6216,503,239,95612,830,686,103County

New ConstructionDollar Incr.% Incre2006 Tax Roll2005 Tax RollTaxing Authorities

2006 Proposed Tax Increases

23.770.67060.83000.8300So. Walton Fire

15.273.90404.50004.5000DeFuniak Springs

89.002.08333.93003.9300Freeport

-2.070.09670.09470.1193S. Walton Mosq.

29.010.46370.59820.5982N.Walton Mosq. 

24.380.04020.05000.0500NWF Water Mgmt.

16.313.59644.18304.4560School District

23.401.98222.44602.4560Local Option

7.611.61421.73702.0000State Required

22.543.44704.29814.3302Walton County BCC

Proposed Tax IncreaseRoll Back Rate **20062005Taxing Authority
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Growth In Ad Valorem Taxes 
since 1998

$ 70,933,182.002006 proposed

$ 55,685,493.002005

$ 41,656,251.002004

$ 34,469,108.002003

$ 29,032,863.002002

$ 24,721,551.002001

$ 25,348,536.002000

$ 22,413.322.001999

$ 19,359,386.001998

Ad Valorem Tax CollectedYear

Since 1998 Walton County BCC
Ad Valorem Taxes Have Increased 

By 

171.27 %171.27 %

In The Past Two Years Walton County BCC
Ad Valorem Taxes Have Increased

By

72.14%72.14%
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Walton County Population Growth 
vs

Tax Growth - 1998 -2006

Population Growth

47.69%47.69%
Ad Valorem Tax Increases

171.27 %171.27 %

Cost Of Living Increases
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Projected Personal Income 
Growth 

Personal income projected 
to increase by

3.53.5--3.7%3.7%

in 2007.
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‘‘Save Our Homes’ Is Not Save Our Homes’ Is Not 
WorkingWorking

STATE OF FLORIDA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
EXECUTIVE ORDER NUMBER 06-141

WHEREAS, homeowners in the State of Florida are struggling under the dual burden of 
increased insurance costs and an escalating property tax burden related to increased 
housing prices and damage caused by hurricanes and tropical storms; and

WHEREAS, a differential tax burden has developed between first-time
homestead property owners and long-term hometead property owners and between 
homestead property owners and non-homestead property owners related to the effect of 
Save Our Homes provisions of s. 4(c), Art. VII of the State Constitution; and

WHEREAS, Save Our Homes has not prevented large increases in property tax 
assessments when existing homeowners relocate within Florida, potentially affecting 
homeowners willingness to purchase a new home; and

WHEREAS, statewide total property tax collections have far exceeded growth in total 
personal income; and

Question !Question !

What are you going to What are you going to cut cut 
out of your proposed out of your proposed 
2006 2006 –– 2007 budget 2007 budget 

in order to lower your proposed in order to lower your proposed 
tax increases to more tax increases to more 

reasonable levels ?reasonable levels ?
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Three of you have stated that you would 
reduce spending and lower taxes.

Ken Ken PridgenPridgen
Scott BrannonScott Brannon
Cindy MeadowsCindy Meadows

Now is the time to accomplish what you said 
you would do !

Limit growth in  
budgets and spending to

6%6%

Lower your budget  and Lower your budget  and 
millagemillage rate now !rate now !

After the final 
budget hearing on

September 25th

it will be to late to do what you 
have told us you would do. 


