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Th e  
Tax Beacon

focus on

The state-mandated rollback 
of property taxes forced 

spending discipline on most 
local governments.  In Walton 
County, the rollback required 
a 9% reduction in property 
tax collections, 
which equated to a 
$9,316.570 decrease 
from the FY2007 
budget.

There was 
nervous 

speculation about 
what government 
services would be 
affected.  WCTA 
wanted citizens 
to have an 
opportunity to 
determine which 
government services were most 
important to them.  We hosted 
two community forums and 
distributed surveys at each 
one.

A forum in Mossy Head was 
organized by Tom Terrell 

with Representative Don 
Brown the featured speaker.  A 
south Walton forum was held 
at the Coastal Library with 
Representative Marti Coley 
the featured speaker and Don 

Brown in attendance.  The 
audience heard details of the 
tax reform bill directly from 
representatives involved in 
passing the legislation.

Property Tax Reform

A total of 1,348 surveys were 
received. 

As tax reform continues, we 
must all pull together in 

a team effort so that cutbacks 
have the least impact on the 
most important government 
services.

(See pages 4 & 5 For Survey Results)

THE WALTON COUNTY TAXPAYERS ASSOCIATION, INC
‘ THE EYES AND EARS FOR WALTON COUNTY TAXPAYERS’

were most 

www. waltontaxpayers.org

A survey was then given to 
each person to fill out and 

prioritize county government 
services.  The survey was also 
posted on the WCTA website 
for 30 days. Only one survey 
in electronic form could be 
submitted and it was restricted 
to either residents or property 
owners of Walton County.  
People from seven states filled 
out the online survey. 



Property owners in Florida or-
ganized a tax revolt and the 

Florida Legislature responded, 
passing two tax-cutting mea-
sures in June 2007.  The first 
measure mandated that coun-
ties collect less in property taxes 
this year, which translated into 
forced budget cuts for FY2008.  
It required cities and counties, 
but not school 
districts, to 
roll back taxes 
for all types of 
property.  The 
only exceptions 
would be local 
governing bodies 
voting to over-
ride these limits 
with more than 
a simple major-
ity.

The bloated budgets of many 
counties, inflated year after 

year, were the bases used for the 
rollbacks this year.  The impact 
to Walton County was a reduc-
tion of $9,316,570 from the 
FY2007 budget of $137,484,698.  
The new FY2008 budget (be-
ginning October 1, 2007) is 
$128,168,120.

Walton County commission-
ers, with cooperation from 

all constitutional officers, met 
budget cuts and rollback re-
quirements without reducing 
the level of services to the public.  
A consolidation of north Wal-
ton fire and emergency services, 
funding cuts to private non-
profit organizations, parks, road 
paving and building department, 
and no purchases of ambulances, 
fire trucks (north Walton), staff 
vehicles, and no increase in 
staff  provided the budget cuts.  
Difficult decisions were made, 
especially eliminating or cutting 
funds to non-profit organiza-
tions.  

Commissioners are commit-
ted to continue “trimming 

the fat”.  On behalf of Walton 

County taxpayers, we commend 
and thank all constitutional 
officers and staff for their hard 
work in meeting the challenges 
of tax rollbacks this year.  

South Walton Mosquito Con-
trol and South Walton Fire 

District reduced their FY2008 
millage rates (tax on property) 

below the 
required 
rollback 
rates.  Year 
after year, 
South Wal-
ton Mosqui-
to Control 
has reduced 
their mill-
age vol-
untarily.  
Again, our 
hats are off 

to the director and board for 
their commitment to quality 
service while keeping costs low 
to the taxpayers.

In 

April 
2007, 
South 
Wal-
ton 
Fire 
Dis-
trict 
wel-
comed 
new 
Fire 
Chief 
Rick 
Tal-
bert.  
Chief Talbert, working with the 
Fire District board, implemented 
numerous cost-cutting measures 
and innovative ideas.  With the 
assistance of the district’s fiscal 
officer, Brian Flanagan, Chief 
Talbert proposed a FY2008 bud-
get with a reduction in millage 
of .10 (12.5%).  The Fire District 
board, assured that there would 
be no negative effects on services, 
accepted the proposed budget 
and rollback in taxes.

roperty owners in Florida or- County taxpayers, we commend

Tax Reform Highlights

The Fire District is to be com-
mended for all they have 

done to help the taxpayers at 
this difficult time in our coun-
ty’s economic climate.

The Walton County school 
district budget for FY2008 

is $135.35 million, higher than 
the budget for all Walton 
County operations.  There are 
approximately 6,900 students in 
the Walton school system, for a 
total expenditure (operating and 
capital) of $19,615 per student.

The Walton County school dis-
trict is exempt from the state 

mandate for tax rollbacks. 

However, the school board 
voted to reduce the local 

option school tax rates for 
FY2008.

Many thanks to the school 
board for a tax break that 

was not required by the state.

The second part 
of the tax-cut-

ting legislation was 
a “super exemption” 
for homeowners 
that would have 
affected all lo-
cal governments, 
including school 
districts.  Home-
stead properties 
would have a one-
time choice to keep 
Save Our Homes 
(limited property 
assessment increases 
to no more than 

3% per year) or to 
accept the super exemption.  This 
amendment to the state consti-
tution was set for a public vote 
on January 29, 2008. In late Sep-
tember, a judge ruled the amend-
ment was unconstitutionally 
misleading.

This amendment and further 
tax reform is being debated 

in a special legislative session in 
Tallahassee during the month 
of October.
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Bonnie McQuiston
WCTA President

P r e s i d e n t s  M e s s a g e

The spirit of our Founding 
Fathers is alive and well in 

Florida.  In the past year, we the 
people began a tax revolt to take 
back our government.  Taxpayers 
throughout the state united to 
form organizations such as Ax 
the Tax, the Coalition Against 
Runaway Taxation and Citizens 
for Property Tax Reform, and 
many others, to 
combat inordi-
nate local gov-
ernment growth 
and spending.

In 2006, 
conditions all 

came together to 
create the perfect 
storm in Florida.  
Devastating 
hurricanes 
resulted in 
canceled or 
unaffordable 
property 
insurance; the 
real estate boom created inflated 
property valuations; and, 
property taxes outpaced personal 
income.  Yet local governments 
continued to gorge themselves 
and refused to rein in their 
spending.
      

The concept that government 
is not a profit making 

business apparently escaped 
the grasp of elected officials.  
Annual budgets were calculated 
by how much money could be 
collected and then decisions 
made on how to spend it.  
Taxpayers from Orlando to St. 
Petersburg to the Northwest 
Florida Taxpayers Alliance 
were outraged over local 
governments’ undisciplined 
spending, and inequitable 
property taxes that had 
skyrocketed beyond the ability of 
people to pay.  
      

We reached total taxation 
saturation with 

governments we could no 
longer afford. 

While Walton County 
commissioners reduced 

millage rates four times in the 
past six years, these reductions 
could not overcome the huge 
increases in property valuations 
during the real estate boom.  
Property taxes continued to 
climb astronomically on non-
homestead property, which 
comprises 83% of total county 
properties.

Many people 
can no 

longer afford to 
own property in 
Florida because of 
insurance costs 
and taxes.  When 
taxes rise faster 
than personal 
income, economic 
disaster isn’t far 
behind.  
 

WCTA has been 
the voice 

for all county 
taxpayers in 
calling for lower 
millage rates 

and leaner and more efficient 
government.  It is our mission to 
support the county’s financial 
stability and to make our county 
the best it can be.

To this end, we have pointed 
out many areas to reduce or 

eliminate government spending: 
funding private non-profits, 
promotional items for employees, 
a growing fleet of county 
vehicles, double-digit employee 
raises, approving huge ticket 
non-budgeted items, consultant 
studies, and more.

It is difficult to convey 
a message of frugal and 

disciplined spending to taxing 
boards and commissions when 
their coffers are brimming over 
with money. 
      

Walton County government, 
the school district, and 

South Walton fire district 
have enjoyed several years of 

unabated spending under the 
heading of “catch up”, while 
amassing large reserves for both 
defined and undefined needs.
      

The uproar over property 
taxes and outcry for tax 

relief from taxpayer groups 
like WCTA reached the ears of 
the new governor and state 
legislature this year.  The 
legislature responded by placing 
limits on local government 
revenues, which had the effect 
of capping expenditures.  It is 
this state-wielded hammer that 
finally placed some restraints 
on runaway local government 
spending.  

It took the heavy hand of 
Tallahassee to focus local 

officials on the business of 
providing essential public 
services instead of granting 
wish lists.  At least the state has 
applied the brakes temporarily to 
the overwhelming costs of local 
government.

The state legislation for 
tax rollbacks gives us 

an opportunity to re-think 
government services from top to 
bottom.  We need the continued 
support and input from our 
members and county taxpayers to 
determine what we want our tax 
money to buy and how much we 
are willing to pay.    
      

In closing, thank you for your 
membership.  We are dedicated 

to being the eyes and ears for 
Walton County taxpayers.
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question:
Budget reductions will have to be made to meet 
the new State mandated maximum dollars col-
lected through ad valorem taxes.
Please rate these county services in terms of 
the services relative importance to you as a 
citizen. Please rate each service as either criti-
cal, high, medium or
low priority
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(A) Maintenance and repairs to county roads 2% 12% 22% 26% 40%

(B) Animal control services 1% 51% 17% 23% 8%

(C) Citizen Services- (includes Library,Veteran 
services,Health Dept,HUD,Extension)

22% 16% 31% 19% 11%

(D) Development and Land use planning 24% 52% 12% 7% 5%

(E) Code Enforcement-noise,light, sign and yard 
ordinances 3% 72% 9% 15% 1%

F) Sheriffs Department 0% 12% 9% 11% 68%

(G) Fire Protection/EMS Services 1% 7% 12% 23% 57%

(H) Stormwater Management   6% 22% 37% 18% 7%

(I) Parks provided by the County 2% 22% 59% 15% 2%

(J) Recreation Programs For Youth 4% 12% 32% 42% 20%

(K) Services for Senior Citizens 12% 49% 36% 2% 1%

(L) County Corrections Department- Jail Opera-
tions   

1% 33% 26% 32% 8%

(M) GIS - (computer mapping services)    
2% 52% 32% 12% 2%

(N) County Administration 0% 17% 52% 22% 9%

(O) Financial support for not-for-profits (Grit 
‘N Grace,Chamber of   
 Commerce, Arts Festival, etc)   

2% 62% 21% 9% 6%

Total Respondants  - 

1348
Meet-

ing 
12%

Online 
78%

Do you have a Homestead 
on your property?

Yes 
61%

No
39%

Do you own any property 
that is not “Homesteaded” 
in Walton County?

Yes 
38%

No
62%

Are you willing to accept 
fewer county services in 
exchange for lower taxes?

Yes 
79%

No
21%

How long have you lived 
in Walton County ?

1-5 yrs.
12%

6-10 
yrs. 
9%

11-15 
yrs. 
31%

16-20 
yrs 

29%

20+ 
yrs.  
19%

Do you you reside north 
or south of the Choctaw-
hatchee Bay?

North 
48%

South 
52%

Have your property taxes 
increased or decreased in 
the last six years?

In-
creasd 

39% 

De- 
creased 

61%

Demographic Data

question:

BCC Services Analysis

The State Legislature approved a 
rollback tax plan which requires 

cities and counties to make cuts in 
the budgets. 

The Walton County Taxpayers 
Association believes that citizens 

should help determine which 
government services are important 
to them.

This survey was conducted to help 
determine where cutbacks can 

take place and where solutions can 
be found with the least impact on 
citizens. We believe we must all pull 
together, citizens and government, 
in a team effort to make Walton 
County government the best it can 
be while spending less money.

Respondents sup-
porting property tax 

reform  in florida

96.9%
Respondents that be-
lieve the legislature 
should not have ex-
cluded schools from 

the rollbacks

71.2%

T

D
oThe State Legislature approved a 

rollback tax plan which requires 

WCTA Community 
Survey Results

Survey Information

The survey conducted 
by the Walton County 
Taxpayers Association 

is not a scientific study 
and is not presented in 
a manner to indicate 
otherwise.  Although 

not “scientific” in nature 
- we believe it is the best 
indication of the cur-

rent climate concerning 
property tax reform con-
ducted in Walton County

www. waltontaxpayers.org
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Do you think the 
Official Walton 
County website is 
a good source of 
information?

Yes
39%

No 
61%

Have you ever accessed 
or utilized the Wal-
ton County Taxpayers 
website?

Yes
48%

No
52%

Do lower property 
taxes give you more 
money to spend?

Yes
79%

No
21%

Compared to three 
years ago, do you 
think the quality of 
life in Walton County 
has:

Gotten 
Worse
23%

Stayed The 
Same
41%

Im-
proved

36%

Gender Male - 
49%

Female
51%

Tax Reform Support Levels

Yes No 

Other Questions

#1 #2 #3 #4

Sheriff’s 
Depart-
ment

Fire & 
EMS Ser-

vices

ROADS 
& 

Bridges

Youth 
Recre-
ation

#10 #11 #12 #13

Land 
Develop-

ment 
& Land 
Useage

County 
Admin-
istra-
tion

Not-
For 

Profit

GIS De-
partment

#1 #2 #3 #4

heriff’s 
epart-

men

Fire & 
EMS Ser-

v ces

ROADS 
& 

B ges

Youth 
Recre-
a on

which FOUR services do you think are 

most important for

Walton County Government

Highest/Lowest Priority

5 5 

Tax Reform Support questions:

Rate your support level on each of the following statements. Please
mark whether you disagree, somewhat disagree, are neutral,
somewhat agree, or agree.

D
is

a
g

r
ee

So
m

ew
h

a
t 

D
is

a
g

r
ee

N
eu

tr
a

l

So
m

ew
h

a
t 

A
g

r
ee

A
g

r
ee

County Commissioners can set the tone of leadership by first looking 
at cutting expenses within their area offices?

4% 8% 12% 28% 48%

I support a temporary freeze on hiring new employees so that resig-
nations andretirements reduce the size of the county government 
workforce.

22% 11% 19% 23% 25%

Employee SALARIES in the same job category should be consistent 
through out all county departments 22% 16% 31% 12% 21%

I believe homsteaded property owners should get more of a tax cut 
than non homesteaded property owners.

24% 52% 12% 7% 5%

The quality and/or quantity of services I receive from my local gov-
ernment have increased by the same amount as my property taxes in 
the last six years.

3% 72% 9% 15% 1%

Local government can reduce spending without cutting essential pub-
lic safety funding 8% 9% 6% 18% 59%

I support the legislatures action to limit the annual growth in city 
and county governments ad valorem tax collections (new construc-
tion + growth in personal income)

1% 11% 9% 11% 68%

I think county employees should pay a portion of the cost for
his/her personal medical insurance premium. 1% 7% 12% 43% 37%

There should be a cap on how much the budget for a taxing authority 
can grow annually. 3% 1% 10% 12% 74%

Walton County should enact “Impact Fees” to recover the infrastruc-
ture cost on new development. 1% 9% 22% 31% 37%

Walton County should work to consolidate all Fire and EMS services 
under one organization for efficency in operations and to equalize 
the quality of service throught the county.

14% 22% 32% 20% 12%

Walton County should adopt a policy of not “loaning money” to oth-
er entities like the City of Freeport. That is a service that banks provide.

1% 2% 4% 33% 60%
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Taxing Authority
2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

% Change 
This Year

Walton County BCC 5.3633 5.3633 5.3537 5.0650 4.3302 3.8100 3.3708 -11.53%

School District 7.4420 6.7670 6.2890 5.5690 4.4560 4.1830 4.0470 -3.25%

State Required 4.8650 4.3060 3.8350 3.1240 2.0000 1.7370 1.6960 -2.36%

Local Option 2.5770 2.4610 2.4540 2.4450 2.4560 2.4460 2.3510 -3.88%

NWF Water Mgmt. 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0450 -10.00%

N.Walton Mosq. 0.5354 0.5430 0.5982 0.5982 0.5982 0.5980 0.5069 -15.23%

S. Walton Mosq. 0.1870 0.1870 0.1926 0.1578 0.1193 0.0950 0.0744 -21.68%

City of Freeport 3.9300 3.9300 3.9300 3.9300 3.9300 3.9300 3.9300 0.00%

DeFuniak Springs 4.5000 4.5000 4.5000 4.5000 4.5000 4.5000 4.4252 -1.66%

So. Walton Fire District 0.8300 0.8300 0.8300 0.8300 0.8300 0.8000 0.7000 -12.50%

thority
% Change 

Final Millage Rates for 2007-2008

The effects of the state legis-
latures mandatory rollback 

in ad valorem tax collections 
rippled through all taxing 
authorities, except the city of 
Freeport which over-rode the 3% 
rollback.  

The required rollback ranged 
from a 9% rollback for the 

Walton County Board of county 
commissioners to 0.0% percent 
for the Walton County School 
Board.  The city of Freeport was 
mandated to rollback their 
collections by 3% , but used a 
provision in the legislation that 
allowed them to “override” the 
mandate by a unanimous vote of 
the city council.  

The City of Freeport is the only 
taxing authority in Walton 

County to take such action.

Although the local School 
board, was exempt from any 

required rollback they  voted to 
roll back the millage rate that 
they control by 3.88%.  

This rollback was championed 
by school Board Chairman 

Mark Davis. Without his leader-
ship there would be no rollback 
and no break for the taxpayers 
of Walton County. The WCTA tips 
its hat of thanks to Chairman  
Davis.

We wish to also  recognize 
the efforts of the South 

Walton Mosquito Control Dis-
trict and The South Walton Fire 
District for their budget reduc-
tions.  Both taxing authorities 
were under a 3% rollback man-
date but acted in the interest of 
the taxpayer by reducing their 
tax collections significantly 
over the state requirement.

For their actions the WCTA 
wishes to name them both as 

“friends of the Taxpayer” for 
the 2007-2008 budget cycle.

There remain many other av-
enues available to our taxing 

authorities  to control expen-
ditures and provide needed tax 
relief to the taxpaying citizens 
of Walton County.  We stand 
ready to continue our vigilance 
of each taxing authority.
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Commissioners Pridgen and meadows 
question The Sheriff’s Budget Presenter

Commissioners Comander and Brannon 
COnsider Not-For-Profits cuts

WCTA Board Member Emmett Hildreth 
was very active during the discussions

WCTA Board Members Hildreth and Connor 
review The 2007-2008 Budget Book

‘ The Eyes and Ears ‘

Your generous support of our “Tax Battle” has made it possible for us to work to consistently lower 
the millage rates in Walton County. Now we are waging a new campaign to place limits on budget 
growth and spending and to equalize the tax revenues paid by businesses, homestead property and 
nonhomestead property.Please renew your membership or make a special plus gift  so that we can 
win the “Tax Battle”. Fill out this coupon, cut it out and return in the enclosed envelope. 

THANK YOU !

NAME  ________________________________________________________

ADDRESS ______________________________________________________

CITY _________________________  State _________    ZIP __________

E-MAIL ________________________________________________________

AMOUNT ENCLOSED ____________________________

PLEASE HELP US CONTINUE THE BATTLE



Sometimes the good one’s get away
It has been a privilege to have JB 
Hillard  as WCTA vice president 
for the past three years.  JB re-
signed in July but will remain an 
active member. we are not losing 
his knowledge, expertise, talents 
or energy.

There is no measure 
of the contributions 
that JB has made to 
WCTA, our community, 
other boards on which 
he serves, and to our 
county.  JB is downsiz-
ing his commitments 
and responsibilities to 
carve out some time for 
other pursuits. 

Thank you, JB, for organizing 
meetings and special events, pro-
viding refreshments at board 
and member meetings, creating 
beautiful literature for hand-
outs, giving our newsletter a 
modern and professional look 
with logos (which he created) 
and photographs (which he 
took), representing us at school 

board meetings, and, particularly. 
for being instrumental in forming 
the Northwest Florida Taxpayers 
Alliance this year.    

JB works and teaches at Okaloo-
sa-Walton College 
in DeFuniak Springs.  
He is currently 
president of the 
Chautauqua Cyber 
Club, chairman of 
the Walton County 
committee for the 
senior center in De-
Funiak Springs, and 
a licensed arbitra-
tor for the Better 
Business Bureau.  JB 
is active in DeFuniak 

Springs city government where he 
recently coordinated with the 
city to get DeFuniak Springs desig-
nated a “Community for a Lifetime” 
by the Florida Department of Elder 
Affairs.  

JB is president of the Northwest 
Florida Association of Computer 
User Groups.  He reworks donated 

computers and delivers them to 
less fortunate families, schools 
and other organizations in the 
Panhandle.  His latest venture 
is with the Flowersview Library 
in Paxton to establish basic com-
puter training classes and pro-
vide free computers to residents 
who cannot afford one.  

(If anyone wants to donate 
an operable computer, email:  
cnc210@myway.com.) 

WCTA is honored that JB includ-
ed us in his busy life, giving His 
time and adding quality to our 
organization.  He has earned 
tremendous respect throughout 
Walton County, and beyond.
  
Ronald Reagan said in an in-
terview, “You only have one life; 
make it count”.   Thanks, JB, for 
showing us how it’s done.
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Thank You - JB


