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Early Voting Begins August 11th

Primary Election - August 26th

“The public cannot be too curious concerning the characters 
of public men”.
Samuel Adams

This is a special election issue of our newsletter.  These Sample 
Ballots will let you get a head start on choosing your can-
didate.  There are four different ballots enclosed.  Make cer-
tain you select the ballot that applies to you.  

Republican Voters in every precinct South
 of the Choctawhatchee Bay

Republican Voters in all precincts North 
of the Choctawhatchee Bay

Democrat Voters in all precincts County-Wide

NonPartisan Voters in all precincts County-Wide
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Bonnie McQuiston
WCTA President

P r e s i d e n t s  M e s s a g e

Bonnie McQuiston

Albert Einstein once 
observed that “in the 

middle of difficulty lies 
opportunity”.  Walton 
County is in the middle of a 
significant downturn in our 
local economy.  With the real 
estate bubble burst and new 
development merely creeping 
along, the county’s number 
one economic engine has 
come to a standstill.

The Taxpayers Association 
has seized this 

opportunity to challenge 
county officials with a call 
for leadership.   A Call for 
Leadership to Ensure the Long 
Term Financial 
Soundness 
of Walton 
County was 
sent to county 
officials asking 
them to reduce 
spending in 
their 2008/2009 
budgets to 
reflect the 
economy.  Old 
models need 
to change.  
Recurring costs can be 
reduced to cut budgets 
permanently.  We need new 
solutions, innovation and 
creativity to break the mold 
in government spending.  

In previous years, we focused 
on cutting property taxes.  

The real estate boom through 
2005 generated tax revenues 
equivalent to winning the 
lottery.  County government 
spending grew in sync with 
revenues.  Local government 
was able to “catch up” with 

new buildings including 
schools, increased personnel, 
modern technology and 
infrastructure.  Large 
reserves were amassed for 
county projects, schools, 
emergencies and undefined 
needs.   

With budget shortfalls 
this year, our focus 

is on spending, limiting, 
reducing and eliminating 
expenses wherever possible.  
There are record numbers of 
foreclosures in our county 
and people are struggling to 
pay for housing, food and 
gasoline.  County leaders 
must step up to the plate 
and reflect these difficult 

economic times with a hefty 
dose of fiscal discipline in 
their 2008/2009 budgets.   

It is our responsibility as 
voters in a “government by 

the people” to elect the best 
qualified candidates to run 
our government.  We place 
in their hands the power to 
spend millions of dollars on 
our behalf.  We must choose 
people who will give us the 
best return on our money.  
Are we getting the value in 
services equivalent to the 
revenue government receives?  

The Primary Election is 
August 26th.  Campaigns 

are in full swing with 
candidates vying in 
heated races for county 
commissioner, Districts 1 
and 5, for sheriff, school 
superintendent and two 
school board seats, Districts 
1 and 4.  It is a marvel of our 
Republic, our representative 
form of government, when so 
many citizens want to serve 
in public office. 

Candidate forums are 
abundant so that voters 

in Walton County can 
make informed decisions.  
Choosing a candidate 

requires exceptional 
care.  Educate yourself on 
the candidates and vote 
wisely.  

One of the most 
important freedoms in 

our country is the right 
to vote.             

V O T E !
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By: Bobby Beasley - Walton Co. Supervisor of Elections

Dear Voters of Walton County:

With the Primary Election coming up on August 26, 2008, 
I want to remind voters of several important dates and 
issues:

July 28, 2008—Book Closing for the Pri-
mary Election.  You may  not register to 
vote in the Primary Election or change your 
party affiliation for the Primary Election 
after this date.  You may still update your ad-
dress, name, mailing address, signature, and 
register for future elections after this dead-
line.

 August 11 through August 23, 
2008—Early Voting will take place in both 
Walton Co. Supervisor of Elections Offices, 
Monday- Saturday, 8:30AM-4:30PM.   Early 
Voting has become very popular with the pub-
lic; it gives voters more flexibility in their 
schedules and takes the pressure off of getting 
to a precinct to vote on Election Day.

 Florida is still a Closed Primary State.  This means 
you must be registered in a recognized party to vote that 
primary ballot.  There is an exception to this in that a 
Universal Primary Contest is when only one party quali-
fies candidates in a race.  When this occurs, that race 
will appear on all ballots in the County.  We have 3 
Universal Primary Contests on the August 26th Primary 
Ballot, Superintendent of Schools, County Commissioner 
District 3, and County Commissioner District 5.  These 
3 races will appear on the Democratic, Republican, and 
Nonpartisan ballots in the Primary.  Nonpartisan races 
will be on all County Ballots.

It is the responsibility of voters to know the candidates, 
issues, and keep voter registration information up to 
date.  Sample ballots, voter registration, and much more 
information is available on our website at www.votewal-
toncounty.com.  Please contact one of our 2 offices if 
we can assist you with any voting registration issues or 
information at 892-8112 (DFS) or 622-0744 (South An-
nex).  We can not give opinions or advise on party affili-
ation, candidates, or issues.   Remember, Democracy works 
best when everyone participates, so be sure to vote early 
or vote on August 26th.  Your vote is your voice!    

Vote Notes
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